2007 Tamworth Fire Department Annual Report

In November Steve Solomon announced that his last day as Fire Chief in Tamworth
would be 11/28/07 as he had accepted the Conway Village Fire Chief position. We would
like to thank Steve for a job well done and while we’re sad to see him go, we wish Steve
and his family continued success in their personal and professional endeavors.

The fire chief search committee spent many hours reviewing 6 applications,
interviewing 4 candidates, and holding second interviews with two candidates. The result
of this process was that Richard Colcord was selected to be the next Tamworth Fire
Chief. Chief Colcord has 23 years of fire and emergency medical service experience
including 4 years as Chief of the Madison Fire Dept. He has been with the Tamworth
Fire Department since 1999 and has held positions including Firefighter, Captain, and
Deputy Forest Fire Warden, as well as being a Lieutenant of the Tamworth Rescue
Squad. The Firewards and search committee feels that Richard’s Fire/EMS background
combined with his experience in the building trades and good mechanical ability make him
well suited to be our next Fire Chief effective February 1, 2008.

The Firefighters would like to thank the Tamworth Woman’s Auxiliary for Striker the
185 pound training dummy. This is a life size manikin used to practice search and rescue
techniques. We have already been using this manikin to improve our rescue skills.

In addition we would like to thank John Roberts for donating the men & equipment to
finish the pond and parking area project at South Tamworth Station. The pond and larger
parking area has facilitated several training exercises including a live fire compressed air
foam training, rural water supply tanker shuttle training, and we were able to have the
State’s strategic & operations training trailer for a weekend to use for training.

Statistics for 2007

Motor Vehicle Accidents 43 Hazardous Materials Spills 0
Trees on Wires/Wires Down 19 Gas Leaks 3
Fire Alarm Activations 29 Severe Weather Responses 24
Good Intent Calls 5 Other Fires 7
Smoke Investigations 12 Wilderness/Technical Rescues/Searches 4
Illegal Burning 19 Vehicle Fires 6
Brush/Wildland Fires 7 Cover Assignments 4
Building Fires 10 Assist the Public 11
Chimney Fires 2 Carbon Monoxide Incidents 3

Total Emergency Responses 208



Remember that the Fire Department’s number one priority is to prevent fires. The
only way we can fulfill this part of our mission is with a lot of help from you. Be diligent
in maintaining proper clearances around heating devices, check your smoke detectors and
chimneys often, and plan and practice two escape routes from every bedroom.

Respectfully Submitted,

James C. Bowles
Assistant Chief



